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were not accepted he would enter the field on the
Austrian side. William I, at Bismarck's dictation,
expressed cordial thanks for the kindly offer of the
French Emperor, gratefully accepted it, and asked
to be furnished with particulars of his proposed
settlement.
That started a correspondence which Bismarck felt
himself able to keep going for any length of time
that might be desirable. In particular, he wished to
know what * compensations' Napoleon would like
to receive in return for his consent to the enlarge-
ment of Prussia in North Germany. There was
nothing that Napoleon was more ready to discuss,
and in the process of negotiation, Bismarck got him
(in writing) to express his willingness to accept the
Bavarian Palatinate, the Archbishopric of Mainz,
the Saar Valley, Landau, Luxemburg, Belgium.
Bismarck took care to commit himself to nothing;
but he carefully filed the correspondence for use
at a future date.
Napoleon's menacing intervention made Bismarck
realise the extreme desirability of a speedy settlement
with Austria direct. He realised this all the more
keenly when the Tsar Alexander n appeared upon
the scene with a proposal that the resettlement of
Germany, which involved a revision of the Treaties
of Vienna, should be brought for consideration before
a European Congress. Now Bismarck dreaded a
European Congress even more than he dreaded
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